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In the claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method for collision detection, comprising the 

following steps: 

providing a sensor; 

connecting an output of the sensor to a t hreshold value decider; 

transmitting an unfiltered output signal of the sensor (1) directjyjo a low 
pass filter and directly t o athe threshold value decider; 

comparing the unfiltered signal without a wa llet transformation with a 
predetermined plausibility threshold; and 

detecting a collision on the basis of the comparison and of the filtered 

signal. 

2. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein if the plausibility 
threshold is exceeded, a plausibility flag is set 

3. (previously presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the plausibility 
flag is transmitted to a processor (8). 

4. (previously presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the plausibility 
flag is maintained for a predetermined length of time. 

5. (previously presented) An apparatus for collision detection, comprising: 



2 

PAGE 5112 ' RCVD AT 712512006 11:17:54 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRMI4 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:1 631 549 0404 1 DURATION (miB$):0342 



07/25/ , 2006 1 1:16 TEL 1 631 549 0404 



STRIKER @ STRIKER 



* US PTO 



@00e/012 



a sensor for outputting a signal; 

a filter (3) that filters the signal to which the senso r js directly connected; 

a threshold value decider (2) for the unfiltered signal, to which the sensor 
is directly connected, so that the unfiltered signal is com pared with a 
predetermined plausibility threshold without a w avelet transformation; and 

a processor (8), wherein the processor detects a collision as a function of 
an ou tp ut rignnl " f th ° thmrhniH unUm riocirinr tetthe comparison and of the 
filtered signal. 

6. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the threshold 
value decider (2) is connected at its output to a hold element in such a way that 
the hold element keeps the output signal for a predetermined length of time. 

7. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the sensor (1) 
can be connected to a control unit (9), and the control unit (9) has the processor 
(8) and can be connected to restraint means (1 1). 

8. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the filter (3) 
and the hold element are disposed in the control unit (9). 

9. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the filter (3), 
the hold element, and a device for analog/digital conversion are disposed in a 
housing (12) together with the sensor (1). 
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10. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the sensor 
(1) is embodied as an acceleration sensor. 
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